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FINE DINING, 
LIVE MUSIC, AND 
EXCITING AUCTIONS!
PASSPORT TO OUR FUTURE A HUGE 
SUCCESS FOR THE FOURTH YEAR

Creating homes for children and families is 
one of Youth Alternativesõ most important 

services. YA residential programs provide 
shelter and safety to children and youth in 
crisis, in the juvenile justice system, or just 

YAõs fourth annual 
travel auction and 

showcase, Passport 
to Our Future, was 
another huge success!  
The event was held 
on April 11, 2002 at 
the Holiday Inn By 
The Bay in Portland, 
and was presented by 
Hurley Travel Services

with Imagistics, formerly Pitney Bowes 
Office Systems, as the Key Sponsor.  
This premier social event attracted over 
400 people from the greater Portland 
area and received rave reviews. From 
the decorations to the food, it was the 
perfect eveningñnetting over $77,000 
for Maineõs children and families.

With the hard work and dedication of 
a team of volunteers, the ballroom was 
transformed into a colorful display with 
local restaurants and travel vendors 
and live auction travel exhibits. As the 
evening began,  guests were scattered 

PROFILES IN GIVING: DEWOLFE CARES
FROM GOLF TOURNAMENTS TO LOBSTER BAKES, DEWOLFE CARES ABOUT FAMILIES

entering state custody. YAõs youth and social 
workers, counselors and teachers offer these 
vulnerable children and youth basic necessities, 
stability, life skills, caring and opportunity. 
Last summer YA staff and residents received 
an amazing offer of assistance in this important 
workñfrom DeWolfe Cares, the charitable 
foundation of the DeWolfe Companies. 

New Englandõs largest homeownership service 
company, DeWolfe has helped individuals and 
families buying, selling and owning homes 
across the nation for over 50 years. Knowing 
that not every family can utilize their services, 
the DeWolfe Companies created DeWolfe Cares 
as a nonprofit organization committed to giving 
back to communities, with a primary focus on 
fighting homelessness and finding homes for 
families. DeWolfe Cares focuses their efforts by 
partnering with one charitable organization in 
each of the New England states. In July 2001, 
YA President Michael J. Tarpinian was thrilled 
to learn that DeWolfe Cares had chosen Youth 
Alternatives as their partner in creating homes 
in Maine.

This partnership forges a long-term relationship 
among DeWolfe and DeWolfe Cares employees, 
YAõs employees and the many children, youth 
and families in YAõs care. 
>> Profiles in Giving: DeWolfe Cares is continued on p. 3
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ANNA JOHNSON OF DEWOLFE CARES SHOWS HER COMPANY PRIDE AT THE 
DEWOLFE CARES GOLF TOURNAMENT TO BENEFIT YOUTH ALTERNATIVES

2AROUND YA
Employee of  the Year 2002 
and employee recognition

3SPOTLIGHT ON ...
Sea Dogs Welcome Back 2002 

and the Girls Collaborative

8GIVING TO YA
Spring cleaning that helps

children and families
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INSIDE YAink >> DeWolfe Cares sponsors benefit golf tournament for YA ... Passport to Our Future is a 
wonderful success for fourth straight year ... YA names Employee of the Year ... Family fun
at the Portland Sea Dogs Welcome Back benefit ... YA Bass House plays basketball ... 
and so much more!
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ht tp://www.youthalternatives.org/giving/

>> PASSPORT recap is continued on p. 4

4SUMMER FUN ...
Basketball and Bar-B-Q fun

at YA Bass House

5-6CELEBRATE!
Photo gallery from Passport,

Sea Dogs Welcome Back & more

7NEWSWORTHY AT YA
Child Abuse Prevention month, 

Perryõs Place gives back and more!

Spring cleaning can be a 
way of giving ... gifts in kind!

YA is grateful for gifts such as clothing, computers, usable equipment, 
furniture and other helpful items, considered GIFTS IN KIND. They 
help us meet our clientsõ needs without expending valuable operating 
funds. YA programs and residences are always in need of basic, 
useful items; and are dreaming of others that would improve the 
lives of kids and families in our care!

outdoor deck furniture 
  (tables, chairs, umbrellas)
large fooseball table
computer desks (new)
pool table 
furniture and lamps (new)
landscaping 
window treatments
televisions 
gas grills 
tickets for cultural activities 

mattresses (new)
playing cards and board games 
appropriate video and computer
  games, and VHS movies
teen-age reading materials
sports and recreation equipment 
kites, frisbees and other summer toys 
þ shing, hiking and/or camping gear
  (especially sleeping bags and tents)
bike helmets and bicycles 
art supplies 

wish list summer 2002



For the last three years, residents at YA 
Reardonõs Place have started the day by 

practicing a mindfulness exercise to focus their 
energy positively before school. Awake overnight 
youth worker Jason O. Genthner gets the boys 
together to talk about the morningõs successes, 
and helps them discuss how they can better 
support each other during the day. Even though 
Jason has been up all night, he takes this extra 
time and effort to finish his shift by giving the 
boys a great start on the day.

Reardonõs Place Director Anne Archibald 
raves about Jasonõs commitment to the youth 
at Reardonõs Place. òEvery time I watch him I 
learn something,ó she explains. òJason comes to 
work every day with a smile on his face ... he 
comes to work while the rest of us are asleep 

... He gets the kids up in the morning. Itõs their toughest time, because they are adolescents, and 
because they are reminded every morning that they are not home. Jasonõs there to listen and 
keep the routine moving ... his group skills are incredible. He leaves notes in our mailboxes every 
morning saying he appreciates our work, and telling us to have a great day. Itõs amazing. Jason is 
wonderful, and we are lucky to have him.ó

Jasonõs teammates agree. His meals are described as òfine restaurant diningó, and he was 
commended for organizing trips to the Good Shepherd Food Bank, teaching residents to give back 
to the community. òWhen Jason takes a vacation, the entire program, staff and kids, feel his 
absence,ó says youth worker David Simpson. òThere is no one among us who works harder or cares 
more deeply for these kids than Jason. I admire Jason as a staff person, but even more as a human 
being.ó Youth counselor Kristie Denner agrees: òJason is a truly dedicated and tremendous worker 
for Reardonõs Place, and Youth Alternatives.ó 

Jason was presented with Youth Alternatives Employee of the Year 2002 at YAõs all-staff gathering 
in May. YA president Michael J. Tarpinian applauded Jason for òpersonifying YAõs mission, ideals 
and valuesó and inspiring both his co-workers and the youth in his care, while YA staff cheered 
and gave him a standing ovation. Archibald was thrilled that he received this recognition. òHe 
nominated every member of the Reardonõs Place team to get this award,ó she reveals. òThatõs who 
Jason is; a person who never expects to get appreciation from others, but gives it out every day. Itõs 
great to see him recognized for all the vital work he does.ó Congratulations, Jason!  
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>>  to learn more about the DeWolfe Companies, please visit www.dewolfe.com ; for more information on DeWolfe Cares, please visit www.charityadvantage.com/DeWolfeCares/

NEWSWORTHY AT YA
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YA PRESIDENT MICHAEL J. TARPINIAN CONGRATULATES REARDONõS PLACE 
YOUTH WORKER JASON O. GENTHNER WITH EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 2002

ALSO RECOGNIZED FOR EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE IN 2002 WERE:
The entire staff teams of YA Family Support Services in both Cumberland and York Counties, 

and YA Reardonõs Place
Michelle Carter, Senior Accountant

Amy Holland, Director of Quality Assurance
Kenneth Hopple, Senior Youth Worker, YA Bass House

Tara Kosma, Case Manager, YA Intensive Supervision Services
Linda McKenney, Director of YA Intensive Supervision Services and YA Homeless Youth Services

Dodie Morgan, Parent Partner, YA Healthy Families Partnership

NEW FACES IN YA MANAGEMENT >> 

YA congratulates Kane Loukas, LCSW, on his appointment 

to Chief  Operating Officer at the agency. Also joining YAõs 

senior management team is Peter MacMullan, PSY.D., as 

Vice President of  Community Ser vices. YA welcomes Linda 

McKenney, LCSW, to YAõs management team as Director of  

YA Intensive Super vision Ser vices and YA Homeless Youth 

Ser vices. 

EAT UP FOR YA >> YAõs Giving Team would like to 

encourage our friends to eat at Cherieõs Bistro and Wine 

Bar on Wednesday, July 24ñwhen 10% of  the eveningõs 

receipts will be donated to YA! Located at 7 High Street 

in Kennebunk, Cherieõs is renowned as a wonderful dining 

experience. Imaginative and fresh seafood entrees are 

prepared with the freshest garden ingredients in a cool 

contemporary wine-bar bistro atmosphere. The Maine 

Sunday Telegramõs 4-star review raved that ò... open 

only a year, and itõs  turning out  some of  the finest 

food in Maine.ó Call  207 985 1200 for reser vations!

FROM THE COUNCIL >> April was Child Abuse 

Prevention Month. The Council sent out information to 

schools and child care centers for parents on positive 

parenting, and hosted a free family fun event in Gorham on 

Sunday, April 14th. There were enter tainers, a raffle, and 

lots of  great music! About 100 families and friends attended. 

FROM YA HEALTHY FAMILIES >> YA Healthy 

Families Par tnership and its Westbrook neighbors threw 

their building open to the public on Thursday, July 20. Guests 

ate great food on all three floors and learned a lot about 

the different agencies helping families in this special space. 

Visitors are always welcome at 120 Main Street in Westbrook!

 

FROM YA HERITAGE HOUSE >> This spring, 

YA Heritage House program coordinator Hope Chrupcala 

was honored by the New England Network with their 

prestigious Child Care Excellence Award in a ceremony 

in Massachusetts, attended by all of  her cheering Heritage 

House coworkers. òHopeõs commitment to the well-being of  

the gir ls in our care makes such a difference in their livesñ

and means so much to our team,ó says YA Heritage House 

Director Susan J. Levine. Congratulations, Hope!

GIVING AT YA PERRYõS PLACE >> This past 

spring our residents reached out to help the Good Shepherd 

Food Bank. The food bank challenged par ticipating agencies 

to help them meet a challenge grant goal from the Sandy 

River Charitable Foundation. For every $250 raised and 

spent by par ticipating agencies at the Food Bank, Sandy 

>> PROFILES IN GIVING: DEWOLFE CARES continued from p1

DeWolfe Cares jumped right in to helping children and families with YA. Affiliates immediately began encouraging employees and customers 
to contribute to YA, raising over $15,000 to date! A portion of this generous contribution allowed YA to make much-needed renovations to YA 
Perryõs Place, a very special residential home for children just entering state custody that focuses on keeping siblings together during this 
difficult time. The holiday season saw Kelly Craig of DeWolfeõs Portland office coordinating a gift drive for the children and youth spending 
the holidays in YAõs care. This can be a very challenging time for our residents, and the over 200 gifts received helped add cheer, warmth 
and caring to the season at all of our residences and programs. 

DeWolfe employees are also very generous with their time. DeWolfe Cares fielded volunteers for YAõs fourth annual Passport to Our Future 
(see article p.1), the cornerstone of YAõs community fundraising efforts. And Deb Abbodanza of DeWolfe organized an entire golf tournament 
to benefit YA (see article p. 4) that raised over $7,000 for children and families! Dick Sproul, President of DeWolfe Cares Maine, has 
focused on garnering additional financial support in the community for YA, and continues to encourage employees to volunteer whenever YA 
needs help. Sproul has also taken the lead on the next fun get-together that will benefit YAña traditional Maine lobster bake to be held at 
Southern Maine Technical College in South Portland!

Gil Bricault, President of DeWolfe Cares, set an example of caring by donating generously to Passport to Our Future, offering use of his 
Florida condominium as a hotly-contested auction item. Bricault explains that òDeWolfe has always felt that we had a responsibility to our 
communities. Being a homeownership company has led us to work with shelter-related organizations focusing on children and families. We 
believe that Youth Alternatives makes a huge difference in the lives of children, families and communities in Maine, and we are proud to 
offer resources and support to such a worthy cause.ó 

The DeWolfe Companies, and DeWolfe Cares, are true partners in caring for Maineõs vulnerable children, youth and families. They are 
creating opportunities and transforming lives, and YA is grateful for their generosity and dedication. YA invites everyone to see such 
commitment in action on September 14 at the benefit lobster bake!   

did you know?
You are invited to a traditional Maine lobster bake to benefit the wonder ful work YA does for Maineõs children and families! DeWolfe Cares has organized this fun 
family summer event. For tickets, please call 207 253 3114, e-mail kcraig@dewolfe.com, or visit www.charityadvantage.com/DeWolfeCares/upcomingevents.asp

photo: ERIN OõCONNOR JONES

YA PERRYõS PLACE DIRECTOR GUY COUSINS RECEIVES A 
CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE GOOD SHEPHERD FOOD BANK 

CHALLENGE FROM KEN SAINDAIN OF THE FRED HAER CORPORATION.

River would match that contribution. Perryõs Place in 

Bowdoinham is a regular customer at Good Shepherd, 

and received a generous donation from the Fred Haer 

Corporation (FHC) of  Bowdoinham in an effor t to help the 

food bank reach their fundraising goals. A special thanks to 

FHC for their wonderful suppor t! 

A special thanks is also due GWI.net for their generous 

underwriting and suppor t of  technology effor ts at Perryõs 

Place. Their suppor t helps us stay connected!  
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE 
BALL GAME ...
Portland Sea Dogs Welcome Back kicks of f
the season by helping youth and families

GIRLS COLLABORATIVE ENTERS NEW PHASE
Moving forward, the Collaborative celebrates work well done raising awareness of gender issues in the juvenile justice system

Nearly 400 people gathered on April 3, 
2002 at the Portland Expo for the annual 

Portland Sea Dogs Welcome Back to benefit 
Youth Alternatives. It was a another fun-filled 
event for children and families, who were able 
to meet the Sea Dogs team while enjoying an 
old fashioned baseball park style dinner. 

Presented by Peoples Heritage Bank and ABC 
8/WMTW, Norm Karkos acted as the eventõs 
MC once again. The Sea Dog players mingled 
with guests while the Dixie Land Band played 
(and danced!), and others lined up to try the 
Speed Pitch game. Of course, no Welcome 
Back dinner is complete without Slugger! On 
hand for photographs, he posed throughout 
the evening with children and families, 

>>   pictures of this great event are available at YAõs web site www.youthalternatives.org/happenings/ under photo gallery, and in the center spread of this issue of YAink!

while others were gathering autographs 
on pennants from their favorite players. 
Dinner was punctuated by several exciting 
raff le drawings, and then the 2002 team was 
introduced to the cheering crowd.

A special thanks to our presenting sponsors 
and to the following corporations and 
businesses for their donations: G.H. Bass; 
Jordan Meats; Coca Cola of Southern 
Maine; Shaineõs of Maine; Northcenter Food 
Services; Country Kitchen; the Lemon Tree 
Caterers; the City of Portland; Anthonyõs 
Italian Kitchen; Burger King; Tonyõs Donuts; 
Beckyõs Diner; the Village Cafe; Pizza Hut; 
Bleachers; Fresh Market Pasta; Cafe 500; 
DõAngelos; Billõs Pizza; Portland House of 
Pizza; and the Maine Mall Cinema.

YA would like to also thank Kristine Biegel 
for all of her hard work organizing this event. 
Guests raved that it was the best Welcome 
Back yet. YA thanks the Portland Sea Dogs 
for supporting Maineõs children and families, 
and wishes them the best this season!   

PORTLAND SEA DOGS MASCOT SLUGGER POSES WITH A YOUNG FAN
DURING THE WELCOME BACK DINNER 2002

photo:  BRADEN RACHEL BUEHLER

On June 18, members of the Girls Collaborative celebrated their work and affiliation at Woodfords Church, with a potluck lunch and a 
wonderful performance by Odelle Bowmanõs A Company of Girls. Initial funding from the Department of Corrections has expired, and 

the Collaborative is shifting gears. Caroline Macdonald is finishing her tenure as Collaborative Coordinator at YA, and is excited about the 
possibilities and potential of this special group. She believes in the girls they serve, and is proud of what the Collaborative has accomplished. 

òThe Collaborativeõs mission was to promote gender-responsive approaches, attitudes and programming for girls in the juvenile justice system,ó 
MacDonald explains. òThe core group included service providers, state agencies, law enforcement schools and advocacy groupsñall working 
together in monthly roundtables to educate, raise awareness and formulate action plans around the unique needs of these girls.ó MacDonald 
points to strategic alliances formed in various committees, specialized trainings, presentations by nationally-renowned guest speakers, and even 
a òmini-summitó of residential providers throughout the state as evidence of the groupõs impact.  òThis is a wonderful network of individuals 
and organizations committed to making a difference,ó she says. A Blueprint for Action, the Collaborativeõs Year One study, was distributed to 
stakeholders and policy makers, and MacDonald believes it will inf luence policy around gender equity in the juvenile justice system in Maine.

Collaborative members appreciated the chance to ref lect on their progress and plan for the future. MacDonald thanked everyone for their 
passion, open minds and dedication, and reminded the group that òAs long as there is abuse and trauma, substance abuse and mental health 
issues, racism and poverty, the girls will be our North Star. And as long as we hold the kernel of their resiliency, as tenuous as it may seem, 
as long as we take the time to listen, really listen, to their stories, there is hope for our collective will.ó YA applauds MacDonald and the Girls 
Collaborative for the work they have done addressing these important issues, and laying a foundation for positive change.   

YA BASS HOUSE THROWS SUMMER BARBECUE
It was Staf f vs. Residents on the basketball court and ... the boys got game!

YA PRESIDENT MICHAEL J. TARPINIAN TRIES TO DEFEND THE BASKET AS 
BASS HOUSE RESIDENTS DIVE FOR THE REBOUND
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Warm weather is finally here, and 
school vacation has begun. To 

celebrate the beginning of summer, YA 
Bass House in Saco threw a barbecue and 
basketball challenge on June 19! Bass 
House residents and Youth Alternativesõ 
Senior Management Team members 
battled for Dairy Queen treats under 
a blazing sun, and it was a fiercely 
competive match-up to the very last shot.

The YA Team was captained by President 
Michael J. Tarpinian, a former basketball 
standout. The management team had a 
distinct height advantage in 6õ3ó chief 
operating officer Kane Loukas; and 
benefited from the aggressive play of chief 
financial officer Catherine Saltz. YAõs 
vice president of communications, Erin 
OõConnor Jones and Alice Dunworth, the 

vice president of residential programs, 
also provided a lot of hustle on the court.
 
But nothing could stop the Bass 
House boys on their home turf. In two 
consecutive games, the young men at 
Bass House handily outscored and 
outplayed the management team. Both 
teams relaxed afterwards, celebrating 
their wins and losses with good-natured 
ribbing over burgers, hot dogs and Dairy 
Queen Dilly Barsñand made plans for a 
rematch sometime soon!    

>>   Founded in 1994, YA BASS HOUSE is a transitional, 

6-bed group home in Saco, Maine for boys aged 

11-17 who are in DHS custody. For more information 

on Bass House, or other YA residential programs, 

please visit www.youthalternatives.org.

>> PASSPORT recap continued from p1

about, some browsing and bidding on the 150 silent auction items, others enjoying the tasty foods, and others catching 
up with old friends and meeting new ones. Daphne Perkins from light favorites, WHOM was our MC for the night, and 
every so often reminded the guests to buy their last minute raff le tickets to win two transatlantic US Airways tickets, 
or let them know how much time was left in the silent auction.

Pam Hurley Moser, the chair of the auction committee and member of YAõs board, thanked everyone for coming and 
highlighted the sponsors for the event. Michael J. Tarpinian, YA president, also welcomed the guests and gave them an 
insiderõs perspective of YAõs work with kids and families. Shortly thereafter, Tom Saturley of Tranzon Auction Properties 
kicked off the live auction with some spirited bidding. Auction items ranged from a trip to Cancun to an autographed 
Harlem Globetrotters basketball, from a cooking class with Chef Harry to a crewed yacht excursion to the British Virgin 
Islands. Needless to say, the guests enjoyed the energy of Tom Saturley and the breadth of their choices.

It was an incredibly successful event, a wonderful night of entertainment, and held for a very important reason: to 
improve the lives of Maineõs children and families. A huge thank you goes out to all of the Corporate Sponsors and 
Travel Sponsors, especially Hurley Travel Services for all of their hard work behind the scenes and their donation and 
solicitation of all of the trips; and to Imagistics for their continued support of the event and of YA. Thank you also 
to Davidõs, Fore Street, Bintliff õs American Caf®, Caf® Stroudwater, Cakes Extraordinaire, Green Mountain Coffee and Guzmanõs Salsa for 
allowing our guests to sample their fine foods! And lastly, a huge thank you goes out to all of the people who attended the event and who believe 
in the spirit of Youth Alternatives. We look forward to another successful and entertaining event in 2003!    

>>  Save the date! PASSPORT TO OUR FUTURE 2003 will be held on March 27, 2003. Be sure to visit www.youthatlernatives.org for additional photos of this marvelous event.

did you know?
YAõs signature fundraising event PASSPORT TO OUR FUTURE has its own web site! Visitors to the site had access to auction catalogues, 

par ticipating restaurant lists, links to sponsor web sites and so much more. Visit www.youthalternatives.org/passpor t/.

did you know?
You are invited to a traditional Maine lobster bake to benefit the wonder ful work Youth Alternatives does for Maineõs children and families!

DeWolfe Cares has organized this fun family summer event. For tickets, please call 207 253 3114, or e-mail kcraig@dewolfe.com.

Passport 
to Our Future

returns on

MARCH
27, 

2003




